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her father to Sicyon, where the king, Epopeus, received her and
made her his wife. This enraged Nycteus, who made war on
Epopeus in order to compel him to deliver up his daughter
Antiope. He was obliged to retire without accomplishing his
purpose, but, on his death, he entrusted the execution of his
vengeance to his brother Lycus, who succeeded him. Lycus
defeated and slew Epopeus, destroyed Sicyon, and took Antiope
back with him as prisoner. On the way, at Eleutherse on
Cithseron, she gave birth to the twins Amphion and Zethus.
These were immediately exposed, but were subsequently dis-
covered and brought up by a compassionate shepherd. Antiope
was not only kept prisoner in the house of Lycus, but had also
to submit to the most harsh and humiliating treatment at the
hands of his wife Dirce. At length she managed to escape, and
by a wonderful chance discovered her two sons, who had grown,
on lonely Cithseron, into sturdy youths. The story of her
wrongs so enraged them that they resolved to wreak a cruel
vengeance on Dirce. After having taken Thebes and slain
Lycus, they bound Dirce to the horns of a wild bull, which
dragged her about till she perished. According to another
story, Dirce came to Cithajron to celebrate the festival of
Bacchus. Here she found her runaway slave, whom she was
about to punish by having her bound to the horns of a bull.
Happily, however, Amphion and Zethus recognised their mother,
and inflicted on the cruel Dirce the punishment she had destined
for another. Her mangled remains they cast into the spring
near Thebes which bears her name.

The punishment of Dirce forms the subject of numerous pieces of
sculpture. Tke most important among them is the Faniese Bull
(Toro Farnese) in the museum at Naples (Fig. 52). This world-
renowned marble group is supposed, with the exception of certain
parts which have been restored in modern times, to have been the
work of the brothers Apollonius and Tauriseus, of Tralles in Caria,
Apollonius and Tauriseus belonged to the Bhodian. school, which

M